
EPISODE TWO OUTLINE 
A decade of death in the City of Angels 

 
I. Intro 

a. Pre Recorded Intro: Welcome to Convergence & Consequence – the podcast that 
investigates moments in history forever changed by the intersection of individual 
stories. 

b. Intro: I’m your host, Jenny Dupré. Today we’re going to talk about a decade of 
death in the City of Angels, and how culture shifts have brought an end to the 
golden age of serial killers. 

II. What is the Golden Age of Serial Killers? 
a. According to investigative historian Peter Vronksky, of 2,604 identified serial 

killers in the United States during the twentieth century, an 89.5 percent (2,331) 
made their appearance between 1950 to 1999, with 88 percent of those 
appearing in just the three decades from 1970 to 1999. 

b. True crime historian Harold Schechter has dubbed this “the golden age of serial 
killers.” 

III. The 1970s: Motive, means, and opportunity. 
a. Many operating at this time were born during WWII and the Korean War into 

families with overbearing mothers and veteran fathers who may have been 
suffering from undiagnosed PTSD or other war-related traumas. 

i. Neuroscientist James Fallon believes that individuals with serious 
personality disorders such as psychopathy and sociopathy are coded for 
coded for aggression and violence with low emotional empathy, low 
anxiety, low reactivity. Raised in a stable home, these can remain mild, 
but in a turbulent household these traits can go wild. 

1. Not just the environment or the genes, but the combination 
which can be the problem. 

ii. Ed Kemper fits this theory well 
1. Divorced parents 
2. Abusive, alcoholic mother 
3. Early signs of violent tendencies and mental illness 
4. Went on to murder his grandparents and later six co-eds, before 

finally murdering his mother and her friend. Once he committed 
the final act, which is likely what he had been working up to, he 
turned himself in. 

b. The introduction of the interstate highway system, and the ubiquity of the 
automobile created the means for these serial killers to get around easily. 

i. It can also be said that the highway system also created more victims 
because poor inner-city communities were further dispossessed by 
expressways cutting through the center of cities.  

c. Societal culture was more relaxed. 
i. Hitch-hiking 

ii. Not locking house and apartment doors 



iii. Sex workers working on the streets 
iv. Free-range children who weren’t tracked as closely by their parents 

d. It was simply easier to get away with murder. 
i. No DNA 

ii. No AFIS (Automated Fingerprint Identification System) 
iii. Little to no interagency communication 

e. The term Serial Killer was introduced in the late 1970s and began to be used in 
police and media reports. It is simply easier to compile information on serial 
killers since the advent of the term. There weren’t necessarily less serial killers 
before, but now they were classified as such. 

IV. LA becomes the epicenter of Serial Killer Activity 1977-1979 
a. Can’t speak to why LA was so dangerous because it’s above my paygrade. A 

myriad of reasons including redlining and white flight, systemic racism and gang 
violence made LA a very dangerous city in the 1970s. 

b. While parts of the city suffered from huge issues with violence, the draw of show 
business and all the glamour that came with it kept drawing young people to the 
city. 

i. LA in the 70s was a place to go and reinvent yourself 
c. Drugs, the party scene, and sex work all accompanied people flocking to the city. 

i. Less dead 
V. The Killers the City of Angels 

a. The Hillside Stranglers – Angelo Buono & Kenneth Bianchi 
i. Active between October 1977 – February 1978 

ii. 10 victims starting with sex workers and moving on to middle-class 
women and girls. Dumped bodies on the hillsides of Glendale Highland 
Park area. 

1. Yolonda Washington, Judith Miller, Lissa Kastin, Dolores Cepeda, 
Sonja Johnson, Kristina Weckler, Evelyn Jane King, Lauren Wagner, 
Kimberly Martin, Cindy Hudspeth 

b. The Dating Game Killer – Rodney Alcala 
i. One of his victims, Jill Barcomb, was attributed for some time to the 

Hillside Stranglers because she was sexually assaulted and left on a hill 
above Hollywood 

ii. Alcala was questioned for the HS crimes but cleared of those crimes. 
iii. Put himself in the spotlight in the height of his spree by going on The 

Dating Game in 1978. 
iv. Murdered at least nine women and girls across the US. 5 were committed 

in the LA area between 1977 – 1979 
1. Tali Shapiro – 8-year-old girl raped and beaten. Fortunately lived 

because a bystander called the cops and followed Alcala to his 
apartment.  

2. Cornelia Crilley and Ellen Hoover in NYC, Jill Barcomb, Georgia 
Wixted, Charlotte Lamb, Jill Parenteau, and Robin Samsoe in LA 



3. Linked to murders of Christine Ruth Thornton in Wyoming and 
Pamela Lambson in SF Bay area, but never charged. 

c. The Freeway Killer – William Bonin and associates 
i. Active between May 1979 – June 1980 

ii. Worked with four separate accomplices: Vernon Butts, Gregory Miley, 
James Munro, and William Pugh 

iii. Bonin was convicted of killing 14 men and boys but is believed to have 
killed upwards of 36. He also raped and brutalized many other victims 
who managed to escape or were let go by Bonin.  

1. Dennis Frank Fox, Glenn Barker, Russel Rugh, Lawrence Sharp, 
Marcus Grabs, Donald Hyden, David Murillo, Charles Miranda, 
James McCabe, Ronald Gatlin, Harry Todd Turner, Steven Wood, 
Darin Lee Kendrick, and Steven Jay Wells. 

d. The Toolbox Killers – Lawrence Bittaker & Roy Norris 
i. Active between June 24 – October 31, 1979 

ii. Kidnapped, raped and tortured five teenage girls 
1. Lucinda Schaefer, Andrea Hall, Jackie Gilliam and Jacqueline Lamp, 

Shirley Ledford 
a. All were walking, waiting for a ride, or hitchhiking and 

accepted “rides” from the killers. Were later dumped. 
Bodies of Cindy Shaefer and Andrea Hall were never 
found. 

2. Arrested after Norris told a prison friend about their crimes and 
were turned into the cops. 

iii. Known as the toolbox killers because their implements of torture and 
murder were held inside a household toolbox 

e. The Sunset Strip Killers – Doug Clark & Carol Bundy 
i. Active June – August 1980 

ii. Bundy was abused by her father and first husband and was very 
subservient to men. Clark was a leech and a conman and a sexual sadist. 

iii. Clark began trolling for women alone and killed his first three victims 
alone. Bundy was happy to join to be part of the sexual fantasy once 
Clark told her about the murders. 

iv. Together they killed two more women and then Bundy killed ex-
boyfriend after admitting to the crimes.  

v. Bundy, a nurse, confessed to her coworkers, who called the police. Bundy 
confessed and turned Clark in. “I’m supposed to save lives, not take 
them.”  

vi. Marnette Comer, Cynthia Chandler, Gina Marano, Exxie Wilson, Karen 
Jones, Jack Murray and possibly an unidentified female victim who they 
were not charged for. 

VI. Skid Row Stabber – Unsolved 
a. 11 men were stabbed in the Skid Row section of LA between 1978-1979. Most of 

the men were indigent and suffered mental health and substance abuse issues. 



i. Jesse Martinez, Jose Cortes, Bruce Drake, J.P. Henderson, David Jones, 
Francisco Perez Rodriguez, Frank Reed, Augustine Luna, Milford Fletcher, 
Frank Garcia, and Luis Alvarez. 

b. Bobby Joe Maxwell was convicted of the crimes but in 2010 Maxwell’s lawyers 
proved that the witnesses to David Jones murder couldn’t identify Maxwell and 
were pressured by police, and that a witness in the trial was considered invalid 
or unreliable. The conviction was overturned. 

VII. Robbery Homicide Division – The detectives who brought down these devils 
a. Established in 1969 after the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy showed a need 

for a centralized, special investigative wing of the LAPD.  
b. The members of the RHD oversaw solving all the aforementioned murders and 

more.  
i. Hard to imagine one group of individuals being charged with investigating 

some of the most heinous murders in U.S. History. 
1. Look at dates of all referenced murders to see how much time 

lapsed between each victim being found. 
VIII. The end of the Golden Age 

a. Look into what new techniques came out of the RHD working together to solve 
all these cases. 

b. Both the rise and fall of serial killings in the US coincide with the rise and fall of 
all other crimes at the time. 

c. It’s now harder to get away with murder because of advances in forensic science 
and interstate/interdepartmental communications. 

d. Longer prison sentences and lower parole rates mean less time for offenders to 
be out on the streets committing multiple murders 

e. Fewer easy targets – sex work is mainly online and trackable, helicopter parents, 
no hitchhiking, etc. 

f. Rise of spree killers and mass murderers now instead of waiting between victims. 
 

 
 
 


