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GENERAL INFO 
 

1. Your Name: Jenny Dupré    
2. PROJECT:  Podcast  

 
 
 

 

CREATIVE BRIEF 
 

1. What must it be? I will create a 2–10-minute PSA style podcast about why it is important to conduct at 
least some breed research before buying or adopting a dog.  

 
 

2. Who is it for? This podcast will be for anyone who is thinking about buying or adopting a dog.  
 
 

3. How long must it be? This podcast will be between 8-10 minutes 
 
 

4. What is your objective with the piece? The objective is to share my own story about being less than 
breed educated and statistics about dog abandonment and some breed specific traits to encourage 
people to do their breed research before going and picking out their new friend in the hope that it will 
help create a stronger bond between human and canine and help keep dogs out of shelters. 

 
 

5. When is it due? This piece is due on March 28 at midnight 
 
 

6. What is the overall idea? Thinking that I was pretty dog savvy, I adopted a 14-week-old Australian 
Cattle Dog. I had NO idea what I was going to be in for. Over the last two years I have spent a lot of 
time researching the breed and learning about particular aspects of his personality. A lot of the issues 
that I have had with my dog could have been avoided if I had known more about his particular breed 
and what to expect. Approximately 3.3M dogs enter shelters annually and 670,000 are euthanized. 
85% of those animals euthanized are healthy. Understanding the breed of dog that you are buying or 
adopting can help you feel prepared for ownership: that cute little lab puppy is going to get BIG. That 
sweet Boxer needs a LOT of exercise. Your little beagle is going to bark. A lot. And that tiny, sleepy ACD 
puppy is going to bite and there is nothing you can do about it. 

 
 

7. What is the storyline summary? I adopted my ACD mix in August 2019. He was a sleepy, small, snuggly 
14-week-old puppy. Within a week or two of getting him home, he was a biting, whirlwind, terrorist. I 
have had dogs all my life and felt prepared for any type of breed. We picked Huck up on a whim to fill 
the hole left when we lost my 13-year-old, very lazy, very perfect lab/hound mix. I knew ACDs were 
smart and energetic, but I figured I was pretty dog savvy and could handle just about anything. Cut to 



several months of walking the dog 3-4 times a day, sometimes at midnight, crying, because he just 
couldn’t burn all of his energy. Trying to figure out how to get a cattle dog to stop biting (newsflash, 
you can’t. It’s what they do.) Wondering if we’d made a horrible decision. If we should send him back. 
If we’d ever be happy again. Almost 2 years on and we’ve reached a kind of understanding – he’s going 
to bite; I’m going to correct if he gets too crazy. If I give an inch, he will take a mile. Training is not 
something you do once in a six-week course… it is a daily part of our lives because if it is not, he will 
walk all over me. I’m embarrassed to admit that I wasn’t ready for this, but as a dog lover, I made a 
commitment to see it through. I also understand why people get overwhelmed with their animal’s 
behavior, size, or medical costs and that leads to abandonment. Knowledge is power and 
understanding the breed that you are purchasing or adopting gives you and your dog the best possible 
starting place for your relationship. I’d like to help people bypass the crying midnight walks, the 
wondering if you’ve made a horrible mistake. Knowing what you’ve gotten yourself into is half the 
battle. 

 
 

8. Elevator pitch: When I adopted an ACD puppy, I knew he would be much more energetic than the lab 
mix that I had previously owned. What I didn’t know was that ACD owners routinely refer to their dogs 
as velociraptors – strong, fast, razor sharp teeth, and can open doors. My life has been changed by the 
decision to adopt this dog. Unfortunately, a lot of people aren’t ready for their lives to change for a 
pet. That’s part of the reason 3.3M dogs end up in shelters annually. I want to share my story and 
discuss the importance of breed research BEFORE buying or adopting a dog to help new owners start 
their relationship on the right foot. 

 
 

9. Tagline: Hi! I’m Jenny and this is Huckleberry (huck sound) and we’re here to discuss why it’s important 
to do breed research BEFORE getting your new dog. Because he bites! 

 
 

10. Look and feel description: I plan to use my own personal anecdotes about learning how to raise a 
working breed dog on the fly to highlight why it is important to understand breed characteristics 
before adopting or buying a dog (especially a puppy.) I intend to use a combination of humor and 
personal anecdotes with research/facts about breed characteristics and pet abandonment to highlight 
the importance of my topic.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MIND MAP 
 

 
 
 

 



QUESTIONS / NOTES 
 
 
HOOK: 

1. What will grab the attention of the audience within the first few seconds? Australian Cattle Dogs are 
really talkative. I plan to use Huck’s voice (sometimes we argue about things) right at the beginning to 
let people know that it is a DOG podcast.  

2. Hook ideas: 
 
 
MESSAGE/STORY: 

1. What message are you trying to deliver to the audience? Do your breed research BEFORE you buy or 
adopt a dog to start your relationship out on the right foot. 

2. Clearly describe the following parts of your story: 
a. Beginning: Anecdote(s) about adopting Huck with little/no working dog breed experience 
b. Middle: Discuss some of the things breed research can help with including breed specific health 

and behavioral issues. Discuss dog abandonment and a number of the reasons people abandon 
specific dog breeds. 

c. End: Talk about how understanding breed specific things helped me align my training with 
Hucks needs, and how finding a community helped me learn about the dog after the fact – if 
you didn’t do your research, it’s not too late to make your relationship great! 

 
 
NARRATION/HOST: 

1. Who will lead us through the piece? I am the narrator of this piece – a dog savvy individual whose own 
experience on the topic is my expertise.  

2. Narration ideas: Narration should be funny, humble, and hopeful. I am not an expert on dog training or 
dog breeds, but I am a person who has lived this experience.  

 
 
MUSIC: 

1. What is overall “mood” and “feel” of the piece? The mood and feel should be upbeat and hopeful. 
Would like music to have an Americana feel 

2. Music track ideas: Intro & Outro could just be guitar or include fiddle and bass. Guitar background 
could flow throughout the piece. Switch to a violin-heavy track when discussing ASPCA stats 

 
 
AMBIENT AUDIO: 

1. What is the “location” of the piece?  If we close our eyes, where should we imagine that we are? 
2. Ambient audio ideas: dog park, dog shelter, puppies barking 

 
 
SOUND EFFECTS: 

1. What sound effects (SFX) would help tell this story?  Why? 
2. SFX ideas: Puppies barking and birds chirping to signify the outdoor puppy rescue event.  

 
 
 



SCRIPT 
 
Name: Jenny Dupre 
Podcast Title: Huck the Itinerary 
Episode Title: The Importance of Breed Research 
 
AUDIO 
(Fade in intro audio) 
(Fade out intro audio over intro VO) 
VOICE OVER: Hi, friends. I’m Jenny and this is Huckleberry (Huck sound) 
and this is Huck the Itinerary. Today we’re going to be talking about 
why it’s so important to do breed research before buying or adopting a 
dog. Because he bites! (Huck barking) 
 
So, back in August of 2019 I was ready to bring a new puppy into our 
lives. I had lost my 13-year-old hound/lab mix Henry in May and while I 
was still devastated over the loss, I really hated life without a dog. 
My husband and I went to a rescue event about an hour away from where we 
live in Connecticut and I was dead set on coming home with a puppy.  
 
(Fade in ambient sounds of puppies barking, birds chirping, passing 
cars) 
 
I’ve lived with dogs my whole life, from terriers to pit bulls, and I 
felt pretty confident that I could deal with just about anything. So, we 
spent a few hours at the event, trying to figure out which of those 
little fuzzballs to take home. The thing about puppies is they’re all 
kind of the same – they’re small and adorable and sleepy. I wasn’t 
particularly drawn to any of them, but I knew I wasn’t leaving that 
event until I had picked someone out. I finally settled on a small, kind 
of funny looking red Australian Cattle Dog mix. He seemed sweet and 
honestly; he was the only dog there that wasn’t a black lab. (Fade 
ambient out) 
 
I am embarrassed to admit, through all the glory that hindsight 
provides, how cavalier I was about my ability to just adopt a red heeler 
puppy and go on with my life. It wasn’t until much later that I learned 
that it is common knowledge amongst Australian Cattle Dog owners that 
from 0-3 months you have a sleepy fluffball, and then from 3 months to 
three years you’re the proud owner of a velociraptor. I’ve been told 
after 3 years he will grow into a regular dog. Eventually. 
 
I have learned some tough lessons with Huck, especially that cattle dogs 
bite. And there is very little you can do about it. These dogs have been 
bred for over a hundred years to do exactly that. The term “heeler” 
comes from the fact that these small dogs, usually between 35 – 55 lbs, 
bite the heels of 1,500 lb cows to get them to move. Even a dog who has 
never seen a cow has the inherent trait to use his mouth to get his way. 
And speaking of using his mouth, Cattle dogs are also extremely vocal. 
Have you ever said “I’m not going to argue with you about this” to your 
dog? Because I have. 
 



I spent the first few months of our relationship at my wits end, feeling 
like either I was the worst dog trainer in history, or I had an 
unmanageable dog. It was only after I began researching how to manage 
this breed that our relationship began to improve. I now know that I 
cannot give an inch, or he will take a mile, and that training is not 
just a six-week obedience course, but a life-long, daily activity. If I 
had known, for instance, that biting is a common problem in these dogs 
and that there are ways to curb the behavior, but that I would never 
erase it all together, I would have spent a lot less time trying to 
“train” it out of him and gotten more quickly to modifying how we 
interact to limit the likelihood of being bitten. 
 
Unfortunately, a lot of people who get a puppy on a whim aren’t as 
stubborn as I am, or as willing to put up with undesirable breed 
characteristics. I’ll never forget one night, walking Huck for the third 
time that day a few weeks after bringing him home. I was wondering aloud 
if we had made the wrong decision adopting him, if we were those people 
who got a dog that was completely wrong for our lifestyle. Henry could 
go days… let’s be honest… months without a walk. Even when she was 
younger, she was happy to just squeak her toys and take naps. While I 
enjoyed the fact that Huck forced us to be more active, it was a huge 
shift in our daily life. My husband, who was at that point probably 
really stressed out by how much time I spent exasperated and crying, 
said: 
 
Marcel VO: Well, if this isn’t the right dog for us, we will find him 
the right home. 
 
Jenny VO: Honestly, the idea of rehoming Huck had never once occurred to 
me. I made a commitment to this animal. I made my bed, and I was going 
to die in it. But I realize, now in retrospect, that a lot of people 
wouldn’t have stuck it out.  
 
(fade in ambient sound of dogs barking/cages jangling) 
According to the ASPCA, 3.3 Million dogs find their way into shelters 
and rescue every year. Sadly, about 670,000 of those dogs are 
euthanized. (fade out dogs barking) Approximately 85% of those dogs are 
healthy. There are many reasons that dogs end up in shelters – owners 
move and can’t take the dog, divorce, and other personal problems. Other 
reasons, like energy level, dogs growing too large or their home, 
destruction of property, or cost of maintenance could be avoided if the 
owner had done appropriate breed research. 
 
About 25% of dogs who end up in shelters are pure-bred dogs who exhibit 
some combination of health and behavioral issues that conducting breed 
research could have pointed out. For instance: beagles, the sixth most 
popular breed found in shelters, are very cute puppies and while they 
are on the small side, they are prolific barkers. While their size may 
be appropriate for an apartment, their loud baying bark could cause 
issues with neighbors. The 10th most abandoned breed, Border Collies, are 
extremely intelligent and active. People see how these dogs can perform 
complex tasks, but don’t realize the amount of training that goes into 
it. Border Collies, like Australian Cattle Dogs (the 11th most abandoned 



breed) need to have a job to focus on and can be very destructive and 
unfriendly if not properly trained. (insert clip about bitey dog) 
 
Some breeds have specific health issues as well. While most dog savvy 
people know that German Shepard Dogs are prone to hip dysplasia and 
bulldogs have respiratory problems, did you know that poodles often have 
glaucoma? Or that Boxer’s tend to develop cancer? Or that huskies are 
prone to auto immune disease. Cattle dogs often suffer something called 
Patellar Luxation or commonly, shallow kneecap. This can cause 
dislocation of the knee and requires a costly surgery to fix. 
Fortunately, Huck doesn’t seem to suffer from PL, but his sister Willow 
does.  
 
Understanding the specific traits of the dog you are interested in can 
help start your relationship on the right foot. Of course, making the 
mistake of going blindly into dog ownership doesn’t mean things will end 
poorly. There is always time to figure out and adjust for these breed 
characteristics. Something that helped me immensely was finding a 
community of other cattle dog owners on Instagram. Being able to talk 
about our quirky, sometimes difficult dogs, and trade training tips and 
words of support when times get tough, has really changed how I feel 
about the breed. Having a working breed dog is challenging, but I 
wouldn’t trade Huck for anything. 
 
The most important thing to remember is that getting a dog should be a 
commitment to that animal for its entire life. Doing breed research 
before picking out your dog can help prepare you for some of the more 
challenging aspects of dog ownership. 
 
(Fade in outro music) 
That’s it for this episode of Huck the Itinerary. Thanks for taking a 
few minutes to listen to this important topic. We’ll talk to ya soon!  
(Fade in ambient of huck playing) 
(Fade music and ambient out) 

 
 
 

 


